BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE NOo.: 22-132 


TERESA DUTHIE, DVM CONSENT AGREEMENT 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 6970 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AND ORDER 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 
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In the interest of a prompt and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and 
responsibilities of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 ef. seg. and A.R.S. 
§ 41-1092.07 (F)(5), ihe undersigned party, Teresa Duthie, DVM (“Respondent”), 
holder of license No. 6970 for the practice of veterinary medicine in Arizona 
and the Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings of Fact, Conclusion 


of Law and Order ("Consent Agreement”) as final disposition of this matter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter 
pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201, ef. seq. 
2. Respondent has the right fo consult with an attorney prior to entering into 
this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a right to a public hearing 


concerning this case. She further acknowledges that at such hearing she could 


22-132, Teresa Duthie. DVM 


24 


» 25 


present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives 
her right to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent irrevocably waives any right to rehearing or review or to any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

4. The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for the Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent 
Agreement will not become effective uniil it is signed by the Board’s Executive 
Director. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that upon signing and 
returning this Consent Agreement to the Board’s Executive Director, 
Respondent may not revoke her acceptance of the Consent Agreement or 
make any modifications to the document, regardless of whether the Consent 
Agreement has been issued by the Executive Director. 

6. If any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force 
and effect. 

7. Respondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result 
in disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 
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“Teresa Duthie, DVM : 


FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for ihe regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 6970 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

3. On ‘August 14, 2021, “Toby,” an approximately 8-year-old male 
Bichon/Maltese mix was presented fo Respondent's associate, Dr. Bikson, fora 
dental cleaning. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 15.4 pounds, a 
temperature =100.1 degrees, a heart rate = 130bpm and a respiration rate = 
30rom — all systems were normal except for moderate calculus, plaque and. 
gingivitis. Blood and urine were collected for testing and nothing significant was 
found - the dog was a surgical candidate. An IV catheter was placed and the 
dog was pre-medicated. 

4. Prior to induction the dog's vitals were taken: T-100.5; HR - 90; and RR - 20. 
The dog was started on LRS fluids IV and induced with propofol 10mg/mL, 3mLs 
IV. The teeih were scaled, polished and assessed by Dr. Bikson with a probe. 
Tne dog was monitored while under anesthesia ~ tofal time approximately 15 
minutes. The dog recovered unevenifully and was discharged later that day. 

5. Dr. Bikson administered the same medication to the dog, at almost the 


exact same doses, as she did on the previous two denfal procedures. Dr. Bikson 
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did not see the dog again and was subsequenily treated by her associates, Dr. 
Munhall and Dr. Duthie. 

6. The pet owner, Ms. Johnson, reported that at discharge she was advised 
the dog may be a little groggy and nauseous but should be back to normal 
within 36 hours. Over the next couple of days, the dog was lethargic, not eating 
and vomiting. 

7. On August 17, 2021, the dog was presented to Dr. Munhall for a recheck. 
Ms. Johnson reported that the dog was vomiting and would not keep any food 
down. She did try a bland diet. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 15.4 
pounds, a temperature = 101.5 degrees, a heart rate = 120bpm, and a 
respiration rate = 40rpm. The record reads that tartar on the dog's teeth was 
found — the dog had a dental 3 days prior. All systems were noted as normal. 

8. According to Dr. Munhall, she discussed her findings with Ms. Johnson and 
the possible causes of gastroenteritis post dental procedure. Possible causes 
included post-anesthetic reaction vs inflammation vs infectious vs dietary 
indiscretion vs extra-alimentary disease. Dr. Munhall stated that she 
recommended further work-up with blood work and imaging. Ms. Johnson 
declined the recommended diagnostics based on the fact that the dog had 
blood work done prior to the dental procedure. Dr. Munhall attempted to 
explain that things can change quickly even though the labs were normal on 
the day of surgery. This information was recorded in ihe medical record. 

9. Dr. Munhall discharged the dog with cerenia 24mg, 4-pack; give % tablet 
orally every 24 hours for 5 days. According to Dr. Munhall the client was 
educated that the dog possibly had a side effect from the medications used 


during the dental cleaning. 
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10. On August 18, 2021, due to no improvement, the dog was seen by Dr. 
Duthie. The pet owner reported that the dog had been vomiting since the 
dental procedure and passed runny diarrhea twice that day. Upon exam, the 
dog had a weight = 14.6 pounds, a temperature = 99.7 degrees, a pulse rate = 
110bpm, and a respiration rate = 24rom (vitals recorded under page 4 of 6). 
Under “Objective” on page 5 of 6 for this date, the dog’s vitals recorded were 
the same as the August 17th examination. Dr. Duthie discharged the dog after 
administering SQ fluids and Cerenia and prescribing Sucralfate, Forti-flora and 
Royal Canin diet. 

11. On August 19, 2021, the pet owner called the premises to report that the 
dog was siill lethargic and not eating. She could not get the dog fo take the 
probiotic and would like to discuss doing blood work. 

12. On August 20, 2021, the dog was dropped off to Dr. Munhall due to not 
improving. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 15 pounds, a temperature = 
100.6 degrees, a heart rate = 140bpm, and a respiration rate = 40rom; mucous 
membranes icteric and tacky. Dr. Munhall also noted the dog was icteric on 
the ventral abdomen. She recommended performing blood work and 
depending on the results, the dog could need additional diagnostics including 
abdominal radiographs/ultrasound. Ms. Johnson approved blood work. 

13. Blood work was performed and revealed increased liver enzymes. Dr. 
Munhall went over her findings with Ms. Johnson in the lobby. During this time, 
the pet owner's daughter, Ms. Christensen entered the lobby, raised her voice, 
and accused Dr. Munhall of killing their dog. Dr. Munhall explained that when 
the dog was presented on August 17, 2021, she discussed the possible 


etiologies for the dog's gastroenteritis with Ms. Johnson and recommended 
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further diagnostics; Ms. Johnson declined further work-up and elected 
supportive out-patient care. Ms. Christensen asked her mother if she declined 
services; Ms. Johnson could not recall. 

14. Dr. Munhall discussed the need for imaging with Ms. Johnson and Ms. 
Christensen. Ms. Christensen declined imaging and stated they would seek 
outside care for the dog and would not retum to Banfield. Dr. Munhall stated 
that she recommended the dog undergo imaging and consultation with a 
radiologist even if not with Banfield. She offered again to perform imaging and 
Ms. Johnson gave her consent. An AFAST was performed and revealed mild 
sludge in gall bladder and mild liver enlargement. Dr. Munhall went over her 
findings with Ms. Johnson and recommended a referral to an Internal 
Medicine/Infectious Disease specialist. Ms. Johnson stated she would follow up 
with Phoenix Veterinary Referral & Emergency (PVRE) the next day. The dog 
was discharged with Denamarin and sucralfate. 

15. On August 21, 2021, the dog was presented to PVRE for advanced 
diagnostics and evaluation. After exam, an ultrasound was performed and 
based on those findings radiographs were recommended. Based on the 
diagnostics, acute hepatitis was suspected. and supportive care was initiated. 

16. The Board determined that Dr. Duthie did not meet professional 
acceptable procedures by not recommending, and documenting in the 
medical record, diagnostics on August 18, 2021, which caused the delay of the 


diagnosis of acute hepatitis. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
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17. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation A.R.S. § 32-2232 (12) as it 
relates to A.A.C. R3-11-501 (1) for failure to follow professionally acceptable 
procedures by not recommending, and documenting in the medical record, 
diagnostics on August 18, 2021, which caused the delay of the diagnosis of 
acute hepatitis. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 
ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 6970 be placed on PROBATION for a 
period of one (1) year, subject to the following terms and conditions that shall 
be completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include four 
(4) total hours of continuing education (CE) detailed below: 

1. IT 1S ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory 
to the Board that she has completed two (2) hours of Board-approved 
continuing education in the topic of Gl/Lliver Disease. Hours earned in 
compliance are in addition to the continuing education requirements of A.A.C. 
R3-11-401 (A). All required CE shall be pre-approved by the Board. 

2. IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory 
to the Board that she has completed two (2) hours of Board-approved 
continuing education in the topic of Medical Record Keeping. Hours earned in 
compliance are in addition to the continuing education requirements of A.A.C. 
R3-11-401 (A). All required CE shall be pre-approved by the Board. 

3. Within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the Consent Agreement, 
Respondent shall submit to the Board for its approval a written outline on how 


she plans to satisfy the CE requirements. The outline shall include CE course 
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details including, name, provider, date(s), hours of CE to be earned, and a brief 
course summary. 

3. Prior to the end of the Probationary period, Respondent shall submit to 
the Board certificates of completion of the CE outlined in the CE plan that has 
been approved by the Board. 

4. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

5. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent 
Agreement. 

6. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the maiters 
described and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate 
sanction in the event a subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent 
violates any term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, after opportunity 
for Informal Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary 
action authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent’s 


license. 


ISSUED THIS.20" DAY OF fone 20283 


FOR THE BOARD: 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


Jessica Creager, Chairperson 


By 


Victoria: Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed 


This_ 20 day of Qpasge 202g%with: 
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Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 


This_Zo"_ day of Gammage, Dito: 


Teresa Duthie, DVM 
Address on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 


this Zo" day of forge — 2028: 


Leanne Hay, Esq. 

Broening, Oberg, Woods & Wilson 
2800 N. Central Ave, Ste. 1600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


‘ 


Board Staff 


By: 
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